Presenting the case for acute mental health wards.
This article seeks to provide a counterbalance to the received wisdom about the inefficacy of acute mental health wards. It examines the role of acute wards in the context of changes in national policy and service provision. While making it clear that current criticisms of acute wards have to be acknowledged and acted upon, it suggests ways in which these wards can still provide a valuable service. Acute mental health wards are receiving increased attention and will soon be the subject of several government initiatives to help improve them. The article briefly examines safety, containment, environment and therapeutic work, and suggests how the status and function of acute wards could be enhanced.